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ArcticNet Integrated
Regional Impact Study
(IRIS)

Through its IRIS initiative, ArcticNet
is working on integrating the re-
search results from ArcticNet science
program to produce regional reports
on the implications of climate change
in the Canadian Arctic.

The main objective is to utilize Arc-
ticNet research findings for policy
and decision makers, and to trans-
late and transfer the ArcticNet
knowledge into a usable format at
the regional and local levels.

ArclicMet IRIS Regions

1. Weslem & Central Arctic

Geographical boundaries of
ArcticNet IRIS regions

ArcticNet is planning to produce a
report in each of the four IRIS re-
gions: Western and Central Arctic,
Eastern Arctic, Hudson Bay and
Eastern Sub-Arctic. You can find out
more information on each IRIS initia-
tives on the ArcticNet website (see
box on page 2 for more details).

In this newsletter we present our
plan for the production of the East-
ern Arctic (IRIS-2) report.

In this issue:

Eastern Canadian Arctic
IRIS-2 report

The Eastern Arctic IRIS team s
working closely with  ArcticNet
scientists, Inuit organizations, local
government, industries and other
networks to prepare a regional
report that detail the implications of
ongoing change, primarily climate
driven, for the Eastern Arctic IRIS
region.

The IRIS report will be designed as a
public report consisting of a series of
short, illustrated chapters. Its key
findings and conclusion will convey
an integrated vision of the impacts of
climate change and modernisation
across the region.

There are 28 research projects
currently funded by ArcticNet that
are directly relevant to Nunavut (see
list in newsletter #1). Together,
these projects are tracking the
present transformation of the region
and anticipating the consequences of
climate, environmental and societal
changes.

The information being generated by
these projects has relevance for
understanding the impacts of a
changing environment and society on
Nunavut and can help formulate
adaptation strategies. Each one of
these research projects will be
profiled in newsletter format as part
of our Eastern Canadian Arctic IRIS
information exchange (back issues
are available on our IRIS webpage —
see info-box on the right).

ArcticNet knowledge exchange
Eastern Arctic IRIS report
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Information exchange between
science and traditional knowledge
Clyde River, Nunavut

The role of this report is to assemble
the relevant knowledge that could
help support Nunavut decision mak-
ers and policy analysts in their ongo-
ing effort to address climate change
related issues at all levels. It also
responds to Inuit regional need for
an accurate and reliable assessment
of climate change impacts.

Furthermore, it is anticipated that
the Eastern Canadian Arctic IRIS re-
port will contribute to and benefit
from related climate change initia-
tives in the region.

You can find out more
information on our IRIS-2
knowledge exchange at:

www.arcticnet.ulaval.ca/
research/iris_2_info.php
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IR1S-2 report focus

The IRIS-2 report will focus on key
priority issues, identified by both
scientists and decision-makers, and
will analyse how they are being af-
fected by ongoing changes in envi-
ronment or society, as available
knowledge permits. The priority is-
sues will guide the development of
report chapters which ultimately will
help address the following questions:

- What are the key challenges
that climate variability and
change poses for Nunavut?

- What information will help Nun-
avummiut adapt to or cope with
these challenges?

- What knowledge is needed to
help Nunavummiut better un-
derstand and prepare for the
impacts of future climate vari-
ability and change?

Progress:

The IRIS-2 team is working in col-
laboration with a regional steer-
ing/consultative committee and Arc-
ticNet researchers to highlight the
key scientific questions and priority
regional issues faced by the Eastern
Arctic region (Topic of Newsletter
#3).

The IRIS-2 team will work in collabo-
ration with ArcticNet researchers and
Inuit partners to synthesize the rele-
vant information needed to inform
regional issues.

The IRIS-2 Report will identify
knowledge gaps and needs that may
be addressed by new data gathering
initiatives.

For more information on the East-
ern Arctic IRIS-2 please contact:

Philippe LeBlanc

ArcticNet IRIS Coordinator

Eastern Arctic Region

Memorial University of Newfoundland
pleblanc@mun.ca

Geographical boundaries of ArcticNet
IRIS regions

ArcticNet IRIS Regions
1. VWestern & Central Arctic
2. Eastern Arctic

3. Hudson Bay
4. Eastern sub-Arctic
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ArcticNet core research program comprises 36 research projects
grouped into four Integrated Regional Impact Studies (IRIS).
Although allocated to one IRIS for convenience, most projects
operate in several of the regions and contribute to several of the
four IRISes.

IRIS-1 encompasses the western and central Canadian coastal
Arctic, including the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (ISR) and the
Kitikmeot region of Nunavut.

IRIS-2 encompasses the eastern Canadian Arctic which covers
much of the Nunavut Inuit territory.

IRIS-3 encompasses Hudson Bay, Foxe basin and Hudson Strait.
IRIS-4 encompasses the Nunavik and Nunatsiavut Inuit territo-
ries.

For more information on each of the 4 IRIS please

visit our website:

www.arcticnet.ulaval.ca/research/phase2.php
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