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The emerging Arctic security environment

Summary Study site locations
Boundary disputes, newly viable
transportation routes, access to re-
sources, and governance issues have
generated significant questions about
Arctic security and circumpolar geo-
politics in the twenty-first century.

Anticipating future prospects for
competition, conflict and cooperation
in the region requires a systematic
examination of the new forces at
play, both internationally and do-
mestically.

Arctic cooperation

Our research team will critically as-
sess the interplay between tradi- )
tional, state-based military security .
and environmental, health, and so- a
cietal security concerns. Our devel-
opment of future scenarios - based

Cambridge Bay

upon a robust knowledge of past de-  1ga/uit
cision-making processes and prac-  Resolute
tices, Northerner’'s experiences and  ppond Inlet
priorities, and scientific modelling  Arctic Bay

about climate change in the region -
will facilitate responsible policy de-
velopment.

Arctic security

Local collaborations
Our project examines the fundamen-

- - . . Community consultations will ground
tal questions: what is Arctic security? Y 9

our analyses of how the changing Kitikmeot Heritage Society

Joint Task Force North

What should policy makers anticipate
that the circumpolar world will look
like in the future, given the various
forces that are now transforming this
region?

geopolitics of the Arctic will impact
Northerners’ culture, well-being, and
economies. We will refine existing
frameworks and models to incorpo-
rate the complexity of these new
forces, better explain the actions
that are now being taken, and gen-
erate appropriate lessons for future
relationship-building.

More to be determined.
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Questions to Researchers

ArcticNet recognizes the importance
of framing climate change issues
from various perspectives. Below we
are asking a few questions to the
project leaders in order to identify
scientific priority issues and demon-
strate how the research results can
be used by policy and decisions-
makers in terms of community and
climate change adaptation planning
in the Eastern Canadian Arctic.

1) From your own research perspec-
tive can you identify and describe
the key issues that are (will be?) af-
fecting social, economic or environ-
mental conditions in the Eastern Ca-
nadian Arctic?

Climate change has raised a host of
sovereignty, security and safety con-
cerns in Canada and in other Arctic
states. Our research project criti-
cally assesses how the federal gov-
ernment, and in particular the De-
partment of National Defence and
the Canadian Forces, understand
these issues and are planning to deal
with anticipated challenges. This
ranges from the broad array of in-
vestments in military infrastructure
announced since 2006, as well as the
enhancement or creation of new
military units with an Arctic focus.
We have observed various military
operations in the Nunavut and con-
sulted with senior government deci-
sion-makers.

By extension, we are interested in
how Nunavummiut perceive the gov-
ernment agenda and the focus on
security concerns specifically. We
are pursuing this research in con-
junction with Nunavut stakeholders,
with pilot projects planned for early
2011 in Igaluit-Resolute-Arctic Bay,
Cambridge Bay, and Inuvik.

2) How will your ArcticNet project
contribute to a better understanding
of these issues affecting the Eastern
Canadian Arctic?

Popular media attention continues to
focus on southern Canadian con-
structions of national security and
sovereignty issues. Our preliminary
investigations reveal disconnects
between some of the priorities set in
Ottawa and the dominant concerns
of Northern residents.

A better understanding of how na-
tional and regional priorities can be
met must come through ongoing,
substantive dialogue. Our research
plan involves hiring Nunavummiut to
conduct research in their communi-
ties, supported by our ArcticNet re-
search team, to clarify regional un-
derstandings of security and where -
and how - military efforts fit with
their social, economic, and environ-
mental interests.

We believe that anticipating future
challenges and opportunities related
to security policy in the domestic
context also requires an awareness
of “lessons learned.” Historian Whit-
ney Lackenbauer will lead the team
critically analyzing the human im-
pacts of military activities and “mili-
tarization” on the Canadian North
and its peoples. Our research plan is
to collaborate with Northern commu-
nities to gather oral histories and
current perspectives about security
and defence activities, Northerners’
contributions to security policies and
practices, and impacts of defence
activities on local environments and
human health. Interviews with eld-
ers and community leaders will be
conducted, wherever possible, by
local residents advised by the re-
search team and local advisers. This
will facilitate transgenerational trans-
fer of knowledge and capacity-
building within communities.

3) Provide an example of how the
results of your project may contrib-
ute to the decision-making process
with respect to these issues.

In recent years, Canadians have
seen bold calls for immediate action
to demonstrate Canadian sover-
eignty in the face of threats to the
delicate Arctic eco-system and to
security more generally.

Historically, we share Northerners’
concerns that sovereignty and secu-
rity measures have had myriad im-
pacts on Northerners and their
homelands.

Climate change is transforming geo-
strategic appreciations of Nunavut
and the rest of the circumpolar
north. We hope that the results of
our research project will be useful to
government decision-makers setting
priorities for investments in security
and safety enhancements in the re-
gion. Most importantly, we hope
that they will reflect the interests of
Northerners who have expressed
concerns that their viewpoints are
not sufficiently integrated into stra-
tegic planning.

General information

Contact us if you have suggestions,
feedback or questions regarding the
research projects presented in this
newsletter.

Project contact information

Rob Huebert

Associate Director

Centre for Military and Strategic
Studies

University of Calgary

Calgary, AB T2N 1N4
Rhuebert@ucalgary.ca

ArcticNet IRIS-2 contact

Philippe LeBlanc

ArcticNet IRIS Coordinator

Eastern Arctic Region

Memorial University of Newfoundland
pleblanc@mun.ca

Upcoming Newsletter

Researcher
Jean-Eric Tremblay
Michel Gosselin

Research project
Impacts of climate change
for the marine Arctic

Page | 2

www.arcticnet.ulaval.ca



